Reproduction in wild gorillas and some comparisons with chimpanzees.
Information was collected over a period of almost 12 years on the gorillas of the Virunga Volcanoes region of Rwanda and Zaire, most of it collected since September 1972. Comparisons were made with the Gombe Stream chimpanzee population (values in parentheses). Gorilla females matured at about 8 years (compared with 9-10 years for the chimpanzee) and first bred at 10-11 years (11-12 years). Males started to breed later, possibly at 15 years (about 13 years). Oestrous periods of female gorillas lasted for about 2 days (10 days) and oestrous cycles for about 30 days (36 days). Gestation in the gorilla lasts 255 days (228 days). Intervals between surviving offspring in the Virunga study groups was about 4 1/2 (5 1/2 years) but in the whole Virunga population was nearer 8 years. Lactational amenorrhoea lasted about 2 1/2 years (3 1/2 years). In gorillas and chimpanzees there were about 3 cycles to conception after parturition and females probably produce in their lifetime about 3 offspring that survive to adulthood. A successful male's productivity is greater. Mortality of immature gorillas was about 40% (50%). Initiation of courtship is generally by the female in gorillas but the male in chimpanzees. Copulation in gorillas lasts for about 1 1/2 min (7 sec) and occurs at a rate of once every 3 h when a female is in oestrus (once in 2 h). Interference in copulation is more common in the chimpanzee than the gorilla, but competition between individual males is more intense in gorilla populations. Females of both species can clearly exercise their preferences for particular males. The observed differences between the species in courtship and mating behaviour can be related to differences in the number of males available to and competing for oestrous females: in the loose multi-male chimpanzee community there is more advantage to males in initiating copulation and mating frequently and efficiently, and to females in advertising oestrus, than in the relatively stable one-male mating system of the gorilla.